
 

   
 

Call for research notes/applications to 

Workshop on how to write scientific projects in 
environmental science 

Dates and venue: 5th to 9th December, 2011 
Tam Dao, near Hanoi 

 
Deadline for application: 30th September  

We hereby invite Prospective Applicants for Research grants 
from Vietnam  

to submit a Research Note and apply for participation in a 
Proposal Writing Training Course 

Background 
Vietnam is one of the fastest developing countries of the South East Asian basin. Over the 
last two decades the country has experienced strong economic growth and although this 
development has led to an increase in the production capacity of the country and has 
significantly reduced poverty, the ecological integrity of many aquatic and terrestrial 
ecosystems is under threat. Vietnam is also becoming a popular tourist destination in South 
East Asia, partly due to the presence of several UNESCO world heritage sites. It is therefore 
clear that in order to reconcile the opposing processes of industrial and tourist development 
with the maintenance of ecological systems, a clear understanding of environmental 
processes and ecosystem functioning is essential.  

This call 
The central purpose of the workshop is to help provide young Vietnamese researchers, who 
often struggle to find independent research funding, with the techniques and skills needed 
for the preparation of quality scientific research projects. Furthermore, by bringing together 
a range of young researchers this workshop will also facilitate the development of a research 
network in environmental science. 
To achieve this, the course provides training on research proposal writing skills in 
environmental sciences for submission to both national and international funding 
organizations.  
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The workshop will be held from the 5th to 9th of December, 2011, in Tam Dao, near Hanoi. 

Research focus 
This call is focused on research covering the environmental challenges faced by Vietnam 
today. 
Participants in the training course can subsequently submit their proposal for a research 
grant to any research financing agency, including the competitive granting process of IFS.  

Who should apply? 
Applicants eligible for this call should: 

• Be a citizen of Vietnam 
• Be a national scientist attached to a university, research institution or a research 

oriented and not-for-profit NGO, 
• Be under 40 years of age (or up to 45 providing the last higher degree was obtained 

in the previous 5 years) and at the beginning of their research career 
• Have at least a Master's or equivalent degree. 
• Be able to write and discuss in English 
• We particularly welcome applications from female scientists. 

Procedure for applying for participation in this training course 
1. A Scientific Proposal Writing Training Course will be held from the 5th-9th of 

December, 2011, in Tam Dao, near Hanoi to train and mentor young scientists in 
writing and preparing research proposals for submission to national and International 
funding organisations. 

2. Applicants should fill in the Application Form and write a Research Note of one or 
two pages, outlining a project with potential for submission to IFS (or any other 
granting agency). Download the form for the Application and Research Note here: 
http://www.ifs.se/Programme/2011/ApplicationForm_Vietnam_ProposalWriting.doc 

3. The proposed research should address research topics related to the environmental 
problems faced in Vietnam. These include both aquatic and terrestrial systems. 

4. The Research Note should be submitted to hanoi.workshop@ird.fr by 30th 
September 2011. 

5. The Research Notes will be assessed by a joint panel from NAFOSTED, Vietnam 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (VAAS), and Vietnam Academy of Science and 
Technology (VAST) in Vietnam), International Foundation for Science (IFS), Institut de 
recherche pour le développement (IRD). 

6. Up to 25 successful applicants will be invited to the proposal writing training course. 
Travel and residential costs will be covered by the workshop. 

7. The selected participants will be required to prepare a draft research proposal prior 
to the course; further instructions will accompany notification of selection. 

8. The course aims to mentor the applicants regarding their research proposal, research 
methods, etc, and to develop skills in writing quality proposals. 
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9. Upon completion of the course, the participants will have acquired the necessary 
knowledge and skill to prepare a complete research proposal for submission to IFS or 
any other granting agency. 

Applications should include: 
• Research Note/completed Application Form 

Download here:  
http://www.ifs.se/Programme/2011/ApplicationForm_Vietnam_ProposalWriting.doc 

• Curriculum Vitae 

Applications should be sent via email to  hanoi.workshop@ird.fr  

Deadline for applications:   30th September, 2011 
Late applications will not be considered. 
Only the selected participants will be notified by 31st October, 2011. 
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